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Surfing for rheumatologists-a guide to rheumatology resources on the Worldwide Web Terms such as Internet and Worldwide Web (WWW) may have passed into common usage, but to many people the idea of "surfing the net" is about as likely as walking on the moon. However, for devotees, communicating by electronic mail, participating in newsgroups, and managing Web pages has become an integral part of daily life.
The rheumatological community appears to reflect this polarisation. On the one hand there are those who have embraced the new technology and are already exploring avenues for its use in clinical practise, research, and the general dissemination of information. On the other hand there are those for whom a computer is at best a word processor and at worst a phobia.
Many in the field of rheumatology are asking whether it is worth investing time, effort, and money in this new technology. Is the WWW a seven day wonder or will it have a major influence on the practise of rheumatology in the future? Quite clearly the impact that computer technology has already made on medicine and medical research is immense. The development of the information superhighway is a logical progression in this rapid evolution which amplifies the effectiveness of the stand-alone computer by providing a link to millions of other computers. Each computer links to a host, which in turn is connected to a regional centre, which in turn is linked to national and international gateways, hence the concept of a "web"-like structure of communication. In theory, this quantum leap in technology should result in profound changes in the way rheumatologists and allied professionals interact with each other, with patients, with other interest groups and with the world in general. The potential of the Web is vast. It is already possible to send text, graphics, data, software, photographs, sound, movies, and even money to another Web user anywhere in the world within seconds. One recent highly publicised example was the potential use of the Internet to allow battlefield surgery to be performed by robotic arm while the surgeon "operated" from the safety of a hospital hundreds of miles behind the front line.' Perhaps a physician wants to obtain a second opinion on an x ray or MRI scan from a colleague in another hemisphere. This is possible over the internet in minutes. Likewise, an operator can attach a patient to an ECG machine in one city and a physician can view and analyse the traces in another. There is, however, one urgent problem which needs to be addressed for all internet communications and that is the relative lack of security on the Web, which is particularly important where patient confidentiality is concerned. find a comprehensive guide to the management of fibromyalgia written by a world authority on one page and a recipe for the latest herbal suppository to cure all forms of arthritis on another. It is therefore important not to treat the Web as an encyclopaedia. The quality and authenticity of information provided must always be viewed in the context of its source. Medical and scientific publishing is also being affected by this revolution. Most publishing companies are developing electronic versions of books and journals, either on CD-ROM or in a form that can be downloaded from the Internet on payment of a subscription. In many cases, medical and scientific journals now accept manuscripts Goulding 
